
SMOKE DETECTOR REQUIREMENTS

As participants in the Richmond Redevelopment and Housing 
Authority’s Assisted Housing Program, you are required to abide 
by the Richmond Redevelopment and Housing Authority’s code 
regarding smoke detectors in residential rental units.

It is extremely important for both the owner of the unit and the 
tenant family to be knowledgeable of and follow these requirements.

THE LANDLORD OR AGENT OF THE LANDLORD SHALL BE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR:

Providing and maintaining smoke detectors as required by code.

SINGLE FAMILY:  Smoke detectors installed adjacent to each 
sleeping area.

TOWNHOUSE:     Smoke detectors installed in the vicinity of 
each bedroom.  

Smoke detectors on every level of the unity including basement.

APARTMENTS:    Same requirements as for townhouse, except the 
basement, when not consisting of, nor part of an individual unit, will 
not be connected to alarms in individual units. 

Furnishing at the beginning of each tenancy, and at least annually 
thereafter, written certification that all smoke detectors are present, 
have been inspected and are in good working order. 

Notifying the tenant of their responsibilities (see below)

Service or replace smoke detectors, including replacement of 
batteries within five (5) days of receipt of written notice that a smoke 
detector is in need of repair.

Annually in writing notify the office of the Fire Marshall, 550 E 
Marshall St # 202; Richmond, VA 23219; (804) 646-5430 that: 
 




